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Rain, Rain, Rain!!!!  23 Boats showed up to fish the first tournament on Kentucky Lake of the Year.  It 
rained all weekend and the only time I saw the sun was on the way home when I got out of the state.  On 
Friday, I had seen water temps over 70 degrees; however, the cold front that moved through pushed the water 
temp down into the low to mid 60’s.  Despite the wet conditions, some good bags and big fish were brought to 
the scales.  108 fish were caught in total for a 2.35 fish per angler average or a 4.7 fish per boat average.  I saw 2 
nice smallmouth weighed in and several nice females full of eggs.  It seemed the majority of the quality fish I 
caught were not super shallow in the far back of creeks, but on main lake and secondary points in 8-12 feet of 
water waiting to move on beds. 
 
A big thank you to Heather at Sportsman’s Lodge for accommodating our club.  If you haven’t booked your 
rooms for the June tournament yet, make sure to give her a call as soon as possible before they are all booked 
up. 

 
 
 
 

 

1st Place - Matt Gharst & Dave Sona 

 

 
 

 

18 Fish  47.51 lbs 

 Matt Gharst & Dave Sona completely crushed the competition at Kentucky Lake catching 
18 fish weighing in at 47.51 pounds.  This weight far eclipses the previous lake record for our 
spring tournament of 33.54 pounds caught by Brian & Mark Forrest in April 2013.  Matt & 
Dave caught their fish on shakey-head rigged fork tails and fished mostly in and around 
Jonathan Creek.  Congratulations to Matt & Dave!  First Place Payout was $272 

Number of Boats 23 

Number of Fish Caught 108 

Total weight all Fish 263.13 lbs 

Avg Weight per Fish 2.44 lbs 

# Fish > 4 lbs 7 

Water Temperature 61-66 degrees 

Water Clarity Stained 

Air Temperature Low: 47 / High: 65 

Wind / Sky Raining / Overcast 

Water Level 358.3 to 358.8  (full pool is 359) 
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 Rich Shaw caught the tournament 
big bass of 5.30 lbs on a a Carolina 
Rigged brush hog on Saturday. 
 
This fish is now the biggest bass of the 
year! 

 

 Dave Sona caught a 4.86 pound bass 
on Sunday to take the big bass of the 
day. 
 
He caught the fish on a fork-tail 
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Gary & Tim Byrd 
5th Place 

Jason & Rich Shaw 
6th Place 

Mike &  Griff Estes 
2nd Place 

Rich Harper & Dan Butler 
3rd Place 

Mike Parmentier & Tim Olive 
4th Place 
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Take Off Location King’s Cove Resort 

Tournament Hours (Saturday) 6:00AM - 2:00PM 

Tournament Hours (Sunday) 6:00AM - 12:00PM 

Tournament Directors (Saturday) Gary Byrd / Partner 

Tournament Directors (Sunday) Scott Hasty / Partner 

May 20-21 
King’s Cove Resort 

58 King’s Cove Lane 
Reeds Spring, MO 65737 

(417) 739-4513 

Not every competitive angler can load a casting deck with $400 reels. 
Those who seek high performance without the high price tag will find a 
great casting partner in the Ardent Apex Tournament Baitcast Reel. 
Priced under $100, the Apex Tournament brings the pro-level features 
Ardent reels are known for, to help you get the most out of your time 

on the water. The feature list includes Ardent's super-lightweight, high-
strength aluminum frame; deep V6061 T6 machined aluminum spool; 
and a quality 8+1 ball-bearing system complemented by an externally 
adjustable 270-degree Mag brake. Extra details such as an extra-long, 
swept-back aluminum handle and swept-back forged aluminum drag 

star enhance the compact footprint of this well-designed reel, for great 
handling at the point of attack. Versatile 6.5:1 gear ratio. 

Also, check out Ardent’s technique specific Denny Brauer baitcasting rods.  They have 9 models to choose from: 

 
7’ Topwater 

7’10” Umbrella Rig 
7’2” Spinnerbait 

7’4” Frog 
7’4” Football Jig & Worm 

7’5” Flip and Pitch 
7’6” Swimbait 
7’6” Crankbait 

7’6” Flipping Stick 
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Hawg Hawler BBQ - Saturday starting around 5:30pm.  The club will be hosting 
a BBQ which is FREE to all club members.  The main course will be pulled pork 
sandwiches.  Like previous years, we are asking that you bring a side dish to 
share.  Ken Boegeman will be coordinating what everyone is bringing so we 
don’t have numerous people bring the same thing.  Ken’s email address is: 
kenboegeman@yahoo.com.  Side dish updates will be posted on the Hawg 
Hawlers message board.  Some suggestions include:  

• Baked Beans 
• Chips 
• Cole Slaw 
• Veggie Tray 
• Watermelon 
• Deviled Eggs 
• Salad 
• Potato Salad 
• Dessert (Cookies, Pie, Cake, Brownies, 
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