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FRUSTRATING is the word that best sums up this tournament.  The colder weather in the preceding weeks 
led most of us to think that we timed Kentucky Lake just right and there would be tons of spawning 4 and 5 
pounders on every bank.  Bites seemed to be few and far between as the majority of the club seemed to flip the 
flooded bushes in the backs of the coves with the hopes that hordes of fish would be there.  No single angler 
caught more than 2 keepers per day. In fact, Jason & Rich Shaw were the only ones to bring 4 keepers to the 
scales in a single day as a team.  Only 45 total bass were brought to the scales over the 2 day tournament.  Who 
would have thought that the last freezing Lake of the Ozarks tournament with low 40 degree water would have 
brought nearly 3 times the fish to the scales! 
 
At least we had a great event on Saturday evening at the Pavilion behind Sportsman’s.  Josh Harper slaved 
away at the BBQ pit cooking hamburgers and hotdogs for all to enjoy. We had a bracket style pitching contest 
that was a lot of fun and someone even broke out a cornhole game.  Thank you to all who showed up, chipped 
in and those who brought side dishes.  It’s events like this that separate the Hawg Hawlers from the other clubs 
out there and helps build comradery and friendship amongst our members.  

 
 
 
 

 

1st Place - Jason & Rich Shaw 

 

 
 

 

7 Fish  21.53 lbs 

 Jason & Rich Shaw managed to stay in the lead for both days to secure the win on Kentucky Lake.   No 
stranger to Kentucky Lake, Jason & Rich ran south toward Paris where there were reports of larger fish being 
caught on the banks preparing for spawn.  Rich caught a 4.13lb largemouth on Saturday which was the 
biggest fish of the day.   Congratulations Jason & Rich! 

Number of Boats 25 

Number of Fish Caught 45 

Total weight all Fish 129.48 lbs 

Avg Weight per Fish 2.88 lbs 

# Boats with Fish 21 

Water Temperature Mid 60’s 

Water Clarity Stained on West side of lake / Clear on East 

Air Temperature Low 50’s / High mid 70’s 

Wind / Sky Sunny / Windy 

Water Level 360.9 (1 foot over full pool) 
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BIG BASS (DAY & TOURNAMENT) 

 

Eddie Hinrichs caught 
the tournament big bass 
at 6.27 lbs.  He landed 
the fish on Sunday. This 
fish is the current Big 
Bass of the Year leader!  I 
believe Eddie caught the 
fish up shallow while 
flipping bushes. 

 

Rich Shaw caught the 
big bass of the day on 
Saturday at 4.13lbs. 

BIG BASS OF 
THE YEAR 

 

6.27 LBS!! 
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Dave Sona & Matt Gharst 
2nd Place 

Ken & Jacob Jones 
4th Place 

Bob Shibe & Griff Estes 
3rd Place 

Don & Danny Nickel 
5th Place 

Dean Sullivan & Mark Chapman 
6th Place 

Myles Midgley & Joe DeCiechi 
7th Place 
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May 19-20 
King’s Cove Resort 

58 King’s Cove Lane 
Reeds Spring, MO 65737 

(417) 739-4513 

Not every competitive angler can load a casting deck with $400 reels. 
Those who seek high performance without the high price tag will find a 
great casting partner in the Ardent Apex Tournament Baitcast Reel. 
Priced under $100, the Apex Tournament brings the pro-level features 
Ardent reels are known for, to help you get the most out of your time 

on the water. The feature list includes Ardent's super-lightweight, high-
strength aluminum frame; deep V6061 T6 machined aluminum spool; 
and a quality 8+1 ball-bearing system complemented by an externally 
adjustable 270-degree Mag brake. Extra details such as an extra-long, 
swept-back aluminum handle and swept-back forged aluminum drag 

star enhance the compact footprint of this well-designed reel, for great 
handling at the point of attack. Versatile 6.5:1 gear ratio. 

Also, check out Ardent’s technique specific Denny Brauer baitcasting rods.  They have 9 models to choose from: 

 
7’ Topwater 

7’10” Umbrella Rig 
7’2” Spinnerbait 

7’4” Frog 
7’4” Football Jig & Worm 

7’5” Flip and Pitch 
7’6” Swimbait 
7’6” Crankbait 

7’6” Flipping Stick 

Take Off Location King’s Cove Resort 

Tournament Hours (Saturday) 6:00AM - 2:00PM 

Tournament Hours (Sunday) 6:00AM - 12:00PM 

Tournament Directors (Saturday) TBD 

Tournament Directors (Sunday) TBD 

 
NEED TX      

DIRECTORS! 
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Hawg Hawler BBQ - Saturday starting around 5:30pm.  The club will be hosting 
a BBQ which is FREE to all club members.  Like previous years, we are asking 
that you bring a side dish to share.  Please let me know what you plan on 
bringing so we don’t have numerous people bring the same thing.  Side dish 
updates will be posted on the Hawg Hawlers message board.  Some 
suggestions include:  

• Baked Beans 
• Chips 
• Cole Slaw 
• Veggie Tray 
• Watermelon 
• Deviled Eggs 
• Salad 
• Potato Salad 
• Dessert (Cookies, Cake, Brownies, etc…) 
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OPC Marine has been a major sponsor of the Hawg Hawlers for years.    
Schedule your boat for an Outboard Annual Service which includes 
checking main engine components, fluid levels, greasing fittings, 
replacing the water pump, spark plugs, fuel filter, gear lube, pressure test 
of gear housing seals, and much more.  There is simply too much to list!   
If you are having trouble starting your boat up for the first time this year 

give OPC a call to get you back on the water.  If you didn’t winterize your boat in 2017, don’t make the 
same mistake this year.  Check out their 3 different Winterization packages before you put your boat up for 
the season. 

Phone Number: (636) 464-2206. 
6519 US Highway 61/67 Imperial, MO  

Ellis Battery is another long running sponsor of our club and is 
the sponsor of this years’ Lake of Egypt Tournament.   They can 
outfit your boat or truck with new and fresh batteries for the year.  
They have all kinds of batteries (lawn mower, laptop, cell phone 
etc…).  Please call Ellis for all your battery needs! 

Phone Number: (800) 455-0206 
Arnold location: 4041 W. Outer Rd  Arnold, MO 63010   

www.ellisbatteries.com 

YO-ZURI is a Major Sponsor for the Club this year. 
They have an awesome selection of hard baits, line 
and a new spinnerbait called the “knuckle-bait.”  
Various assortment of colors and 3D Prism effects 
are absolutely amazing.  You can find their products 
at Bass Pro Shops, Cabela's, Academy, Dicks or 
online at www.yo-zuri.com 

G Loomis - With 8 different lines of bass fishing rods (NRX, GLX, E6X, 
GL2, Classic, Bronzeback Series, Fiber-Blend) you should have no 
problem finding the perfect rod for whatever type of technique you prefer.  
If you’ve never fished with a G Loomis rod before, you don’t know what 
you are missing.  These are some of the most sensitive rods out there and built for serious bass fishermen.  

Shimano is by far one of the world’s most premier fishing tackle 
companies and highly respected by bass fishermen everywhere.  
Given the Curado’s great reputation as the gold buy standard of 

affordability priced bulletproof baitcasters, it’s likely there are more of these reels in bass boat rod-lockers 
than any other make.  It’s hard to believe that even in the spinning reel world, Shimano hit another home 
run with their Stradic Ci4 (check the online reviews if you don’t believe me).  I recently picked up one of 
their Crucial rods a Bass Pro and let me tell you it is one of the lightest rods I’ve ever handled.   

www.fish.shimano.com 
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